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(54) METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION 

(5 7) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an information distribution 
method and system capable of performing the authentication and 
settlement of accounts as necessary and referring to information by 
decoding the information being a ciphered article by using the 
decoding key obtained from a key center and utilizing the 
information. 

SOLUTION: An information center 2 ciphers the provided 
information and imparts information identification ID to the ciphered 
information article. A key center 3 receives the information 
identification ID and a decoding key from the information center 2, 
controls them, receives the settlement of accounts from an 
arbitrary information use terminal and returns the key for decoding 
the information article in exchange for the reception to a using 
terminal. A using terminal 4 obtains identifier and the ciphered 
information article and confirms that the information is not 
fraudulently altered by authenticates When the decision of obtaining 
the information article is performed corresponding to the identifier 
part or the reception is performed, the charge for the information 
article is paid before the decoding of information. As for the key for 
a decoding in exchange for the payment, the decoded key is 
received from the key center 3 by keeping the key secret from a 
third party by using the secret communication system combined a 
public key with a secret key. 
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